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COVER STORY

outstanding violist.” While in
the two-year program at UNR,
Miller will perform with the
Nightingale String Quartet.
She also is a member of the
Reno Philharmonic Orchestra.

Sant’Ambrogio said it was
significant that she won the
competition playing the Pende-
recki Viola Concerto, a dark,
haunting and depressing piece
that was written in 1983.

“It’s considered to be one of
the greatest viola concerti of
the late 20th century,” the
professor said. “It’s intimate,
intense, expressive and quite
muscular at times. It’s a very
emotionally moving piece, and
it’s especially exciting to hear
and watch a female artist per-
form this concerto because of
its strong and almost mascu-
line characteristics. Penderec-
ki composes music that is, at
times, yearning, mournful,
pleading and then he develops
his material into stronger,
more aggressive gestures. The
audiences won’t walk out of
the hall singing melodies from
the piece, but they will certain-
ly be altered by hearing this
dynamic work of art. I know
that she will give an impres-
sive performance of this star-
tling work.”

Sant’Ambrogio said she
predicts that Miller will have a
bright future in the music
world, partly because she isn’t
afraid to tackle difficult con-
temporary classical music.

“Not all young musicians
are that open to trying to grasp
the challenges of contempo-
rary music,” she said. “She’s
quite brilliant in that area.”

Miller’s future interests
move beyond a virtuoso.

“I’d like to combine my
interests in performance, con-
temporary music, education,
pedagogy and biomechanics
into one career,” she said. “I’m
looking into doctoral studies,
hopefully in an institution that
can support my wide interests.
I have a personal interest in
helping musicians recover
from injuries and would like to

further study correlations
between technique and in-
juries.”

Refreshing change

The Reno Chamber Orches-
tra doesn’t get too many guest
conductors, but Faulkner said
Yampolsky will be a “refresh-
ing change.”

“It’s very healthy for or-
chestras to, once in a while,
have a guest conductor,” he
said. “This will be a good op-
portunity for the orchestra.
We don’t get to see lots of dif-
ferent approaches.”

Larger-sized orchestras,

with larger-sized budgets,
frequently have guest conduc-
tors.

“We probably have them
once every two or three
years,” he said. “In a perfect
world, an orchestra our size
would have a guest conductor
every year or two.”

He said it’s worth the fi-
nancial investment, and good
for the musicians’ creative
process, to occasionally bring
someone else in to lead the
orchestra and get a fresh per-
spective.

It’s also good, Faulkner
said, to be familiar with other
conductors for the day when

they will be looking for the
next conductor.

This will be Yampolsky’s
first visit to Reno. He has con-
ducted more than 80 profes-
sional and student orchestras
around the world.

“He’s one of the great con-
ducting teachers right now,”
Faulkner said.

In addition to conducting,
Yampolsky studied violin with
the legendary David Oistrakh
at the Moscow Conservatory.
He was a member of the Mos-
cow Philharmonic as both
violinist and assistant conduc-
tor. After immigrating to the
United States in 1973, he

served as principal second
violinist of the Boston Sym-
phony.

Victor Yampolsky, professor in music performance at Northwestern University, will lead the Reno Chamber Orchestra. PROVIDED BY RENO CHAMBER
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IF YOU GO
What: Reno Chamber Orchestra
performance

When: 8 p.m. Jan. 26 and 2 p.m.
Jan. 27

Where: Nightingale Hall, Church
Fine Arts Building on the University
of Nevada, Reno campus.

Tickets: $40, $30 and $20 general
admission, $5 for students. Available
at 775-348-9413 or renochambe-
rorchestra.org.


